[Impact of living in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip on chronic disease among the Jewish population].
To assess chronic physical morbidity in the terror-prone Jewish population of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip (WBGS). We conducted a cross-sectional study based on electronic medical records. Included in the study were 24,551 members aged 26 years or older: 8,304 inhabitants of eleven Jewish settlements in the WBGS and 16,247 inhabitants of eleven settlements inside the 1967 borders of Israel. Main outcome measures were prevalence of selected chronic diseases. The age and gender adjusted prevalence of diabetes and hypertension was lower in the WBGS group (relative risk 0.85 (0.80-0.90, 95% CI) and 0.87 (0.78-0.97, 95% CI) respectively). The prevalence of the diagnosis of peptic disease and headache was higher in the WBGS group (relative risk 1.64 (1.33-2.00, 95% CI) and 1.18 (1.05-1.32, 95% CI) respectively). Complaints of headache and peptic disease were more common in communities under a continuous threat of terror; this may represent somatic response to stress and violence.